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SERMON. 


PSALM    XCIK    J2- 

Jitlcjfed  is  the  Man  who?n  thou  chqfteneji,   0  LORD,  and 
teachejl  him  out  of  thy  Law, 


L, 


iAST  TueFday's  Mail  brought  me  the  afflicting  Intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  my  beloved  Daughter,  Mrs.  White,  which 
wa*  contained  in  an  excellent  Letter  from  a  worthy  Friend 
fn  London.  As  I  appear  in  the  rank  of  a  mourner  this  day, 
you  will  allow  me  to  commemorate  this  afflicling  providence 
of  God,  by  meditating  on  a  portion  of  the  facred  Scriptures 
Adapted  to  breathe  confolation  to  my  own  Mind.  I  have  ma* 
ny  witneffes  in  this  Affembly,  that  I  have  confider.ed  it  an  im- 
portant branch  of  my  minifterial  labours  among  you  for  Four 
and  Thirty  Years  to  adminifter  Counfel  and  Comfort  to  the 
afflifted.  I  have  not  caas'd  to  mourn  with  them  that  mourn 
and  gently  to  wipe  away  your  Tears  God  having  been  pleaf- 
cd  to  place  me  in  the  School  of  Adverjity,  I  hope  my  time  will 
not  be  accounted  loft  to  you,  while  I  feek  after  Solace  to  my 
own  heart  and  for  my  beloved  family  from  thofe  Sources  I  kavz 
often  laid  open  to  you. 

In  the  words  now  read,  the  PfahmJ!  argues  zgair.b  Atheijical 
Men  who  denied  the  providence  of  God  in  the  government  of 
the  world,  who  were  ready  to  pronounce  the  wicked  who  dwelt 
at  eafe,  and  enjoyed  much  outward  good,  happy,  and  the  Right, 
eous  who  fu:Fjred  perfections  and  various  other  evils,  miferable, 
and  fo  to  judge  of  men  by  their  prefent  Condition,  without 
taking  into  view  Futurity,  the  different  end  of  the  Godly  and 
Ungodly.  He  declares  in  our  Text  that  the  Righteous  are  fo 
far  from  being  in  that  miferable  State  they  are  looked  upon  by 
the  Ungodly,  that  he  pronounces  them  blefied  under  all  their 
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Sufferings.  AfHi&ions  promote?  their  true  bappinefi  and  wilt 
brighten  their  future  Crown  They  look  on  them  whom  thou  art 
pleafed  to  chaften  as  the  miferable  of  the  earth ;  but  they  are  fo  far 
from  this,  that  adverfity  is  God's  School,  to  train  them  up  for 
cvcrlafting  bleflednefs.  They  are  made  meet  for  the  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light  by  thofe  manifold  tribulations  through 
which  they  pafs  in  this  world* 

The  words  do  clearly  exprefs  the  advantages  of  afflictions  to 
the  children  of  God.  Indeed  they  are  of  excellent  ufe  to  the- 
world  in  general.  The  evils  and  fufferings  which  come  on  the 
children  of  men,  are  oftentimes  the  mean  of  great  good,  and 
blefTed  of  God,  for  the  conviction  and  conversion  of  finners 
from  the  error  of  their  ways  to  the  wifdom  of  the  jurt.  They 
iubferve  the  purpofes  of  divine  providence  and  grace,  and  are 
often  productive  of  the  richeft  bleffings  to  fuch  as  heretofore 
Itnew  not  God,  nor  obeyed  the  golpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.- 
How  many  have  been  reclaimed  from  inconfideration,  and  liv- 
ing without  God  in  the  world  by  his  correcting  rod,  and  been 
brought  to  faving  good.  Some  thare  are  who  mifitnprove  afflic- 
tions as  well  a*  mercies  and  go  on  to  fill  upthemeafure  of  their 
iins.  But  perfonal  affli&ions  are  very  ufeful  in  the  prefenc 
Hate  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  focietyj  to  reftrain  men's 
lufts ;  to  mortify  their  pride  and  vanity,  and  to  diff ufe  peace 
and  unity  among  men,1  and  to  prevent  that  tide  of  profanenels 
and  immorality,  which  would  otherwife  overfpread  th°  earth* 
The  difcipKne  of  God's  rod  is  neceflary  to  keep  the  world  in 
tolerable  order,  and  fets  bounds  to  its  wickednefs.  For  this  im- 
portant end  among  others  it  feems  the  life  of  man  was  ihortened 
and  is  filled  up  with  many  fufferings.  Man,  frail  thou  lived 
inan,  cannot  bear  uninterrupted  profperity  ioraihou  tiraewith- 
out  dangerous  confequences. 

Every  one  that  is  chaftened  of  the  Lord  is  not  bleiTed. 
They  are  the  godly  who  are  pronounced  bleffed  under  on  me 
corrections,  for  they  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  them  as  promotes  their 
happinefs  and  renders  them  bleffed.  It  is  of  gre3t  importance 
that  we  learn  this  happy  art  of  managing  the  3dverfe  difpenfa- 
tions  of  divine  providence,  which  we  meet  with  in  life,  in  the 
mod  gainful  manner;  in  acquiring  moral  improvement  by 
ihem,,and  by  becoming  ripe  for  Heaven.  This  is  the  Paiiofo- 
pher's  Stone  which  turns  every  thing  into  Gold,. 
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Let  us  then  now  proceed  by  an  induction  of  a  few  particul- 
ars, to  confider  fome  of  the  advantages  that  may  he  derived 
from  afflictions,  and  happy  fruits  flowing  from  a  due  improve- 
ment of  them. 

iff.  It  is  very  ufcTul  to  man  in  the  prefcnt  Date,  that  he 
fnould  be  exercifed  with  various  trials,  to  promote  in  him  a 
teachable  temper  and  difpofition,  and  to  difpofe  him  to  receive 
divine  truth,  in  the  love  of  it.  They  tend  to  cure  infidelity- - 
to  hlumble  the  haughtinefs  of  the  mind,  and  to  counteract  the 
natural  oppofuion  of  the  heart  to  gofpel  truth,  and  to  bring  us 
to  fit  at  the  feet  of  Jefus  as  humble  learners.  We  are  no  Unger 
afhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  nor  his  crofs.  We  can  find 
relief  under  our  forrows  from  no  other  fourcc.  The  religion 
of  Jefus  and  the  fublime  confolationsof  chriffianity  are  our  ftaff 
and  fupport.  They  are  an  excellent  mean  of  opening  the  eyes 
of  our  underftanding— of  removing  our  prejudices  acainft  truth 
and  of  fubduing  us  to  the  obedience  of  faith.  When  God  is 
pleafed  to  fmite  our  choiceft  comforts  dead,  and  to  take  away 
from  us  the  delight  of  our  eyes,  and  to  cutoff  nnny  of  our 
moft  pleafing  hopes;  an  AGE  of  REASON  will  afford  us  no 
comfort.  Nothing  fhortof  the  fublime  doctrines,  precious  pro- 
mifes,  and  filial  temper  of  the  gofpel  can  yield  natet  to  the 
mind.  Then  we  need  the  faith,  the  hopes,  and  confola:ions 
ot  chriffianity.  Such  a  ffate  tends  to  clarify  the  merit. il  eye, 
and  to  difpofe  us  to  dife'ern  and  embrace  the  truth  as  it  is  in. 
Jefus.  Men  may  be  infidels  in  profperity,  but  infidelity  will 
rot  afford  one  Ray  ot  hope;  one  comforting  cordial,  to  foften 
the  anguifh  of  our  minds,  when  God  chaftens  us.  AfflifUons 
tend  to  promote  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  to  cultivate  in  the 
mind  juft  fentiraents  of  God,  and  the  chriftian  fyftem  ;  and  are 
of  excellent  ufe  to  difpofe  us  to  think  as  well  as  do  right. 
Then  he  openeththe  ears  of  Men,  and  fealeth  their  inilruBionS- 
Job  33,  1 6. 

°d.  As  afficlions  tend  to  promote  tb.e  faith  of  chrillanity,  fo 
they  arc  very  friendly  to  its  practice,  by  teaching  us  the  vanity- 
of  the  world;  the  empt'nefs  of  the  creature;  the  lulhefs  of 
Clirift  :  and  by  difpofing  us  to  fet  our  affections  on  things 
above,  and  not  on  things  on  the  Earth,  and  by  leading  us  to 
place  our  hope  and  trlift  in  God.  It  is  an  eflenfial  part  cf 
man's  apoffacy  from  God,  that  his  heart  is  turned  away  from 
Jiim  to  the  creature:  that,   he   is  in  purfuit  of  worjily  enjoy- 
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merits  as  his  treafure  and  happinefa.  Now  affli&ions  are  ess* 
celfently  adapted  to  fhew  him  that  this  world  is  not  his  home: 
that  it  can  never  yield  him  what  he  expefts  from  it,  and  that  it 
concerns  him  to  look  after  a  more  enduring  fubftance.  We 
learn  with  great  difficulty  the  emptinefs  of  creature  enjoyments. 
Affli&ions  ferve  better  to  teach  us  this  than  profperity.  There- 
fore it  is  faid  to  be  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning 
than  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafting.  Eccl  7,  2.  They  ferve  to 
mitigate  immoderate  defires,  and  inquiries  after  worldly  good  ; 
to  loofen  our  affections  from  things  earthly,,  and  to  quicken  our 
defires  after  an  happy  immortality. 

3d.  AiHicYionMend  to  foften  the  heart  and  render  it  humane,, 
kind,  and  friendly-  to  promote  fympathetic  feelings,  and  to 
.  quicken  the  fenfibility  of  conscience.  They  abate  the  ferocity 
pt  the  mind,  and  ferve  to  make  it  quiet  and  placid.  True 
indeed  fomc  are  represented  under  God's  rod,  to  be  like  a  wild 
Bull  in  a  net.  Ifaiah^i,  20.  full  of  rage  and  malevolence,  but  this, 
is  not  the  natural  frak  of  them  on  an  ingenuous  mind.  Tender 
fvmpathy,  benevolent  affections  and  tbe  moil  friendly  offices  are 
the  happy  effects  of  divine  corrections  ou  thofe  who  have  thei. 
"temper  pi  children. 

4th.  They  are  alio-  very  beneficial  to  Slew  us  our  faulty 
and  enable  us  to  fee  things  amifs  in  our  tempers,  or  practices: 
which  we  did  not  difcern  in  time  of  profperity.  They  tend  to* 
convince  of  fin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgment;  and  to 
lead  us  to  confefs  and  to  forfake  our  finsv  Our  conduft  in  va» 
rieus  inftances,  appears  to  us  in  a  new  light,  and  we  can  better 
fee  wherein  we  have  gone  out,  of  the  way,  than  we  did  before. 
We  are  not  now  fo  ready  to  juflify  ourfelves  in,  a  fault,  nor 
to  think  fo  well  of  our  own  actions.  We  are  more  ready  to 
-be  jealous  of  ourfelves  and  feverely  to  cenfure,  judge  and 
condemn  ourfelves.  In  profperity  we  often  think  all  is  weir 
with  lis,  and  fee  very  little  that  is  amifs  in  our  tempers  and! 
lives  But  when  God  caffs  us  down  into  a  Hate  of  adverfity. 
we  entertain  quite  different  views  of  ourfelves  and  of  our  ac- 
tions. They  m»ke  us  to  be  quick  in  ieif  difcernment,  and  arc 
of  great  help  to  the  bed  knowledge  of  ourfelves.  job  36,  £. 
IF  they  be  hound  in  fetters,  and  beholden  in  covd*  ott  afflic- 
tion :  then  he  li.eweiii  them  their  works  and  their  Uanfgief* 
linns  that  they   have  exceeded,     lie  openetb'aTfo  their  ears  La 
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Aifcipline,  and  c«mmandcth  that  they  return  from  iniquity, 
Ifai  if,  9.  By  this  fhall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and 
all  the  fruit  fhall  be  to  take  away  his  fin-  They  are  of  excel, 
ienfeffeft  under  God's  blefling  to  make  us  partakers  of  adivmc 
Mature,  and  to  promote  in  us  all  the  fruits  of  goodnefs. 

5th.  A   day  of  adverfity  is    friendly  to  ufeful  meditation* 
«nd  ferious  reflexions  ;  particularly  to  profitable  thoughts  ;  on 
the  Providence   of  God,  in  the  government  of  the  world  ;  on 
the  wifdom,   holinefs  and  goodnefs  of  tlie  divine  adminiftra- 
tion  ;    on    God's  hand  in  all  our  afflictions.      The  end  and 
<lefign  of  God  in  fending  them  on   us,  to  take  away  our  fin, 
to  animate  us   in  the  purfuit  of  holinefs,  and   to  excite  us  to 
renew  our  repentance  before  him.    The   abfolute  dominion  of 
Jehovah  over  all  the  works  of  his  hand  :  His  right  to  us,  and 
propriety  in  us  and  all  that  we   poflefs— the  worth  of  the  foul. 
The  precioufnefs  of  |he   Gofpel  Salvation,  and  importance  of 
things  eternal:    That  it  will  not    profit  a    man   though    he 
fhouldgain  the  whole  world  and  loofe  his  own  foul,  and  that 
there   is  nothing  a   man  can  give  in  exchange  for   his   fou!% 
The  reafons  of  the  divine  chaftifement ;   why  God  is  correct, 
ingus;  either  for  any  particular  fin,  or  fins  in  general,  or  for 
trial :  what  our  own  flate   and  charafter  are,  and  the  prcfent 
frame  of  our  hearts,  courfe  and  manner  of  life.    We  are  alia 
to  contemplate  with  gratitude  the  favourable  circumflances  at- 
tending an  affliction  ;   its  mingled  mercies  and  the   exiflin* 
arguments  of  thankfulnefs  and   praife  which  ftill  remain— and 
the  happy  ifTue  and  fruit  of  them  in  working  out   for  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  if  we  improve 
them  aright.     Thefe  are  fome  of  the  many  topics  of  confider- 
•tion  and  ferious  meditation,  which  fhould  occupy  our  minds 
on  fuch  an  occafion.     It  feems  to  be  a  ftate  fovorable  to  di- 
vine meditation,  as  it  calls  off  the  mind  from  the  world  ;  invite* 
us  to  bid  adieu  to  its   bufy  cares  and   furrounding  objefts,  and 
fo  beeomes  friendly  to  folitude  and  retirement.    It  promotes  a 
fpirit  of  devotion.    They  who  often  reflrained  prayer  before 
God,  in  a  time  of  profperity,  or  performed  it  in  a  too  formal 
manner  often  learn  a  more  conftant  and  acceptable  performance 
of  it-    Now  we  draw  near  the  throne  of  grace  for  grace  to  help* 
in  time  of  need. 

Prayer  to   God  becomes  an  eafy,  pleafant  and  delightful 
omploymest,  a  fpring  of  rich  fupport  to  us  when  we  are  under; 
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his  Frowns.  This  is  {ignified  by  that  precept,  is  any  among  you 
affli&ed  let  him  pray..  James  5,  13.  Cther  duties  of  life  are 
alfo  rendered  more  eafy  and  faithfully  performed. 

6th-  Divine  chaftifements  are  friendly  to  brotherly  love,  peace 
and  unity.  They  moderate  that  infolence  of  mind  which  gath- 
ered) flrength  under  the  fun-Ovine  of  profperity,  ahd  foften  thofe 
paflions  which  are  fo  turbulent  to  fociety.  They  tend  to  banifti 
from  the  mind  the  malignant  paftions  of  wrath,  hatred  and  en- 
mity ;  and  to  cultivate  benevolence,  peace  and  amity,  and  every 
friendly  office.  They  humble  our  pride  under  God's  bleffing; 
and  prevent  that  difcord  and  thofe  alienations  which  fpring  up 
in  profperity.  Pride  and  infolence  are  often  foltered  by  prof- 
perity :  Humility,  meeknefs  and  charity,  by  adverfity.  How 
beneficial  is  that  forrow  which  cherifhes  the  noblefl  affe£Mon,, 
which  tranquilifes  the  mind  and  fills  it  with,  the  pureft  PHI- 
LANTHROPY. 

.  7th.  They  ferve  to  promote  in  the  children  of  God*  a  deep 
fenfe  of  their  unworthinefs  and  ill  deferts,  and  to  excite  in  them 
iimilar  fentiments  of  mind  with  thofe  expreffedin  the  following 
paffages  of  the  lacred  writings,  wherefore  doth  a  living  man 
complain,,  a  man  for  the  punimment  of  his  fins?  Lam  3,39-1 
am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  the  mercies  bellowed  on  me. 
Gen.  32,  io  I  will  bear  the  indignation  oF  the  Lord,  fori 
have  finned  againft  him.  Mic,  7,9.  Thou  haft  punifhed  ui. 
Jefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve.  Ezra  9,  13.  A  fenfe  of  the 
divine  juftice,  holinefs,  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  filences  all  his 
objections  and  quiets  every  murmur.  Oh !  thou  afflicted,  roffed 
•with  ternpefts  and  not  comforted,  behold,  I  will  lay  thy  ftones 
with  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy  foundations  with  faphires.  Ifaiali 
54,  11.  I  will  beautiFy  and  adorn  thee  with  the  garments  of  fal- 
-vation  and  praife.  Where  can  the  affli&ed  mind  find  comfort 
and  fupport  but  in  the  exercifes  of  chrilfian  Grace,  and  a  view 
•f  the  holinefs,  wifdom  and  glory  of  the  divine  adminiflration. 

8th.  Divine  chaftifements  promote  patience.  In  fuch  a 
feafon  the  chriflian  makes  a  rapid  progrefs  in  this  grace.  It 
grows  and  flourifhes  moll  under  grievous  burdens.  Like  the 
palm  tree  which  grows  the  more  flourifhing,  the  greater  the 
weight  that  is  laid  upon  It.  It  Is  in  the  dark  night  of  affliction 
'that  this  grace  has  exigence  and  flune.sbrighteli.    It  thrives,  ia 
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this  foil,  buds,  bloffoms  and  bringeth  forth  muck  fruih 
under  fuch  culture.  In  what  other  w.iy  ihould  we  be  able  to 
learn  this  excellent  grace  but  by  fuifering  evils.  How  could 
the  patience  of  Job  have  become'renowned  throughout  the 
world,  had  not  God  Teen  fit  to  exercife  him  with  extraordinary 
trials.  The  patience  of  Chriflians  is  tried  in  various  ways,  but 
whatever  their  trials  may  be,  they  are  of  excellent  ufe  to 
promote  in  them  patience,  and  to  teach  them  in  patience  to 
poffefs  their  fouls. 

9th.  They  alfo  tend  to  promote  fubmfffton  to  God's  will 
and  humiliation  of  foul  before  him,  and  to  difpofe  us  to  fay 
■•with  that  ancient  fervant  oi  God;  it  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do 
what  feemeth  him  good,  ift  Sam.  3,  18.  Or  with  Job  ;  the 
Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  Job  1,  2t.  Or  in  the  language  of  the  Eleifed 
Redeemer  ;  the  cup  which  my  heavenly  father  hath  given  me 
ihall  I  not  drink  it.  John  18,  11.  How  amiable  does  chrifiian 
refignation  appear  in  the  HOUSE  of  MOURNING.  WhaC 
a  {peclacle  of  delight  to  admiring  Angels  was  pious  Job,  in  the 
Exercife  of  this  temper  ;  while  a  feraph,  could  feraphs  weep, 
would  have  dropped  a  tear  oi  compaffion,  at  the  fight  of  fo> 
Xnuch  anguifh.  How  dignified  and  honorable  to  the  chrifiian 
character  is  a  fimilar  temper  and  behariour. 

10th.  They  alfo  tend  to  promote  in  the  chrifiian  growing  com- 
munion with  God,  a  fpirit  oi  lively  devotion,  and  to  cultivate 
in  him  every  chrifiian  grace-  I  (ball  only  name  meeknefs, 
charity,  faith,  goodnefs,  repentance  and  gratitude.  In  a  word 
every  holy  temper  and  prafiice  are  greatly  improved  in 
the  chrifiian  by  means  of  God's  paternal  corrections  of 
him.  His  pride,  felfifhnefs  and  flefhly  luffs  are  mortified  by 
the  pruning  knife  of  adverfity,  and  he  is  enabled  through  the 
■gracious  influences  of  the  divine  fpirit  accompanying  this  out- 
ward mean  of  grace  to  die  unto  fin  and  to  live  unto  righteouf* 
nefs. 

The  Following  are  the  fentrments  of  a  Chrifiian  on  this  fub- 
jea.  It  has  pleafed  my  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  in  my  jour- 
ney through  life  to  exercife  me  with  various  afflictions,  painful 
and  diflrcfling  in  their  nature,  but  highly  advantageous  in  their 
fruits  and  confluences;    Wants,  neceffities  and  ftreights  have? 
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taught  mc  to  depend  on  the  care  and  providence  of  God.  O  I 
how  wonderfully  has  he  appeared  for  mc  in  divers  inftances  in 
fupplying  my  wants:  Never  let  me  diflruft  his  care  and  iul- 
nels  for  the  future,  while  the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulnefs 
thereof,  the  world  and' they  that  dwell  therein.  He  hears  the 
Ravens  when  they  cry  and  will  he  not  fupplyhis  children  with 
bread  ?  I  will  truft  in  him  at  all  times.  The  Lord  is  my  Shep- 
herd, I  (hall  not  want.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green, 
paltures,  he  Jeadeth  me  befide  the  {fill  waters.  He  reftoreth  my 
Soul.  He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of"  righteoufnefs  for  his- 
name's  fake.  Yea,  tho'  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow 
of  Deaths  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and 
thy  fkff  they  comfort  me.  Thou  preparer!  a  table  before  me  in 
the  prefence  of  mine  enemies;  Thou  anointeft  my  head  with 
oil,  my  cup  runneth  over.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  mail 
follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  thehoufe- 
pi  the  Lord  forever,    Pfalm  23, 

In  Hcknefs  he  has  appeared  for  me  and  wrought  out  a  great 
deliverance.  When  I  faid  I  fhall  be  cut  off  from  the  land  of 
the  living,  I  (hall  behold  man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  world  be  brought  me  back  and  renewed  my  ftrength  and 
taught  me  my  frailty,  and  that  in  him  I  live,  move  and  have  my 
bsing. 

Under  the  lofs  of  peaf  and  dear  relatives  when  death  has  fepa- 
rated  lover  and  friend  from  me  and  layed  waffe  the  treafures  of 
God's  love  and  goodnefs  to  me,  when  my  gourds  have  withered 
and  the  ornament  and  glory  of  my  family,  has  w  early  life, 
in  the  midft  of  promi  ring  hopes,  been  taken  from  me,  he  has  fup- 
ported,  comforted  and  flrerigthened  me,  and  given  me  everlaft- 
mg  confolation  and  .good  hope.  The  ciftern  has  been  broken 
that  I  might  apply  to  the  living  fountain.  I  have  loll  a  pre- 
cious outward  bleffing,  but  I  have  obtained  thofe  fpiritual  ones 
wfcich  cannot  die.  The  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  have 
beer*  wrought  in  me ;  and  I  have  been  brought  back  to  God. 
from  whom  I  have  departed,  and  my  heart  has  been  cheered 
with  heavenly  hopes.  The  COMFORTER  from  above  hath 
more  than  Supplied  the  place  of  Creature  comforts.  Outward 
jfoiTeshtve  been  made  up  to  me  in  the  communication  of  bkf- 
fwp  which  wiij  endure  unto  cYerJafting  life. 
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Injuries,  abufes  and  provocations  have  pro-noted  meeki 
charity  and  patience  in  my  mind.     I   have  und(  difap. 

pointrrrents,  and  been  called  to  take  up  variou*  croJTes,  and  I 
have  been  a  rich  gainer  by  them.  The  pride  or  my 
been  mortified,  my  unreafbnable  affeftions  to  this  world,  my 
to©  ardent  defires  aftcrworldly  good  have  been  checked  ;  trou- 
bles-have been  fucceeded  by  tranquility,  and  ray  focrow  has 
been  turned  into  joy. 

No  trial  I  ever  met  with  has  been  in  vain  or  wholly  lofl.  up- 
on me.  I  thank  God  for  them  all.  They  have  been  very  ufe- 
jid  and  brought  in  a  rich  return  of  moral  improvement  and  fpir- 
itual  good.  I  have  only  exchanged  outward  good  for  fpiritual, 
temporal  enjoyments  for  thofe  which  are  eternal,  and  the  fhad- 
ows  of  a  moment  for  durable  riches  and  righteoufnefs  a  crown 
immortal,  and  undefiled  that  fadeth  not  away  referved  in  Hea- 
ven for  me. 

I  complain  not  of  my  lot  in  life.     It  has  been  ordered  by  un~ 
•erring  wifdom  and  goodnefs      So  far  from  murmuring  and  com- 
plaining :  I  rejoice  in  all  God's  dealings  with  me,    as  the  fruit 
of  his  paternal  care  and  am  thankful  for  every  red  of  correction- 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  uie  on  me.     I  have  learned  fubmiffiont 
to  God's  will,  and  rehgnation  to  his  difpofing  Providence      I 
llave  been  taught  communion  with  my  heaveni 7  father  and  been 
enabled  to  devote  my  felf  and  my  all  to  his- fervice  and  glory 
and  am  now  waiting  till  my  change  fhaii  come.     I  have  been 
•taught  to  live  by  faith,  to   mount  upward  in  my  affections  de- 
fires  and  purmits,  and  to  poflefs  the  adoption  and  pant  after  the 
glorious  inheritance  of  the  children  of  God.    I  comfort  myfelf 
Under  all  my  troubles  with  C brill's   laS  words,  beheld  I  come 
quickly,  and  joyfully  echo  back  the  church's   language,  come 
Lord  jfefus.     I  commune  with  ray  own  heart.     I  resi'bn  with  it 
and  fet  before  it   the  arguments  of  ccnfolation  contained  in  thq 
chriflian  relation.-     I  fet  before   it  the  coming  of  God's  cer- 
Jafting  foil  from  the  bofom  of  his  love,  that  God's  Jufhce,  love 
and  mercy  might  be  made  manifoft  to  the  children  of  men.     I 
ipeak  to  it  of  God  only  wife,  the  righteous  and  holy  governor 
of  the  world,  who  is  working  all  things  after  the  counfel  ot  his 
own  will,  and  who  knows  when  it  h  heft  that  wc  and  our  dear 
friends  mould  die  ;  be(l  tor  his  glory,  and  beft  tor  cur  and  their. 
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good,  and  fliall  a  worm  of  the  dull  prefcribe  to  infinite  Wif- 
<k>m  ?  Shall  mortal  man  be  more  juft  than  God  ?  Shall  a  man 
be  more  pure  than  his  maker  ?  I  fpeak  to  it  of  the  dominion  of 
my  glorious  Redeemer  over  the  vifible  and  invifible  worlds— 
of  his  holding  the  keys  of  opening  and  fhutting,  of  his  giving 
difmiffion  to  our  departed  friends  in  Chrifl.  I  commune 
"with  my  own  heart  on  the  juftice,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
Divine  adminiftration,  and  the  happy  iffue  of  all  my  trials  if 
-well  improved.  I  think  too  of  the  happinefs  of  the  righteous 
after  death:  their  delightful  abodes,  their  pleafant  employments,, 
iheir  happy  enjoyments  :  I  recoil  eft  the  voice  from  Heaven, 
iaying  to  the  beloved  apoflle,  write,  blefTed  are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth :  yea,  faith  the  fpirit,  that  they 
may  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them. 
J  call  to  mind  alfo  the  goodnefs  of  God  to,  his  children,  after 
Slaving  fufficiently  tried  their  faith,  patience  and  fubmif- 
Jion  by  long  and  grievous  pains,  in  granting  a^  difmiffion 
to  them.  Have  I  comfortable  hopes  that  my  SriendJIeepetk 
in  Jefus,  that  fhe  has  gone  to  Mount  Sion,  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  the  HEAVENLF  JERUSALEM,  that  fhe  ap- 
pears among  the  mining  throng  of  thofe  who  came  out  of 
great  tribulation,  and  have  warned  their  robes  and  made  them 
■white,  in  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  and  hath  ruued  her  harp  in  the 
*ndlefs  praifes  of  God  and  the  lamb.  Shall  not  all  thefe 
confjderations  affuage  my  grief,  foften  my  forrows  and  turn 
ihem  into  joy  and  thankfgiving  to  God  for  the  mingled  mer- 
cies of  his  cup.  They  that  fow  in  tears  fhall  reap  in  joy. 
He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  feed,  fhall 
doubtlefs  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  fheaves  with 
him.     Pfalra  126,  5,6. 

Such  is  the  happinefs  and  gain  of  the  godly,  by  means  o£ 
DIVINE  CHASTISEMENTS  !  fuch  the  happy  fruits  ofpref- 
cnt  corrections  to  thofe  who  improve  thera  aright. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


id.  Are  the  the  afflictions  and  evils  of  the  prefent  life  foad- 
v antageotts  to  the  chriftian,,tl  rds   confolation,  and   may- 

well  ferve  to  fortify  his  mind  from  finking  under  them.  For 
this  caufe,  we  faint  not,  faith  an  ApofMe,  but  though  our  out- 
ward man  perilh,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day. 
«  Cor.  4,  17. 

Let  them  then  thankfully  fubmh  to  every  correction  of 
Divine  Providence,  and  patiently  boar  God's  will,  and  then 
the  prefent  fcene  of  fuffering  will  be  {ticceed  ;d  !  ;•  endlefs  joy 
and  falvation.     Look  up  thrift  '■  hope  above  the 

groans,  tears,  and  fighs  of  our  Egypt  :  Above  yonder  Urn 
which  contains  the  chiil  of  a  friend  1  City  of 

the.li.ving  God,  the  HEAVENLY  JERI  Recall  to 

your  remembrance  the  happy  time  when   the  days  of  your 
mourning  (hall  be  ended.     When   you  mail  fin   rio  more,  nor 
any  longer  groan  under  the  body   or  this  death.     Rem.  7,  24. 
When  thai  which  isfown  in  corruption  {hall  be  raifed  in  glory, 
and   the  faying  that  is    written  be   brought   to  pafs,   Death  is 
fwallowed  up  in  vifitory.     Come  the  long  wifhed  for  morn,  roil 
on  ye  wheel-;     of  time      ha&exj    the  expelled   hour.      Great 
REDEEMER   why  is  thy  Chariot  fo   long  in  coming,  why 
tarry    the    wheels    cf  thy    Chariots  ?    Haflen     thy     arrivaj 
and  accomplifh  thy  proroife,  1  will  ranfom  th*m  from  the  power 
of  the  grave:    I  will   redeem. them  from  Death;     O  death,  I 
Will  be   thy  plagues;   O    Grave,  I    will  be   thy  deftruction. 
Kof.  13,    14.     O  happy  meeting  of  pious  parents  and  children, 
partners   together  in  the  joy  and  triumph  of  that  happy   day. 
When  "  God  fliall   wipe   away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;    and 
there  (hall  be  no  more  death,    neither  forrow  nor  crying  ;  nei- 
ther fhall  there  be  any  more  pain  ;   for  the  former  things  are 
paffed  away.    Rev.  21,  4.    In  hope  of  that  bleffed  day  let  ai 


quietly  fubmit  to  God's  will,  and  glide  calmly  through  life  a- 
■anidft  crery  boifterous  fea,  and  improve  every  gale  of  Advcr- 
Sity,  as  well  as  profperity'to  waft  us  to  the  fhorcs  of  immortal 
^Blifs,  the  Haven  of  eternal  Reft. 

ad.  To  maintain  tlie"":chriftian  chara8er---fhe  dignity  of  the 
«chriftian  faith,  hope'and:patience,  under  all  the  affli&ions  of  life 
lis  beautiful  and  graceful  to  the  chriftian  calling.  It  is  orna- 
mental and  recommending,  and  of  great  efficacy  for  the  fpread 
aod  propagation  of  chriftianity  among  men.  It  fuch  were  the- 
fmits  of  its  proieffors,  and  furely  fuch  they  ought  to  be,  what-, 
commanding  influence  would  they  have  on  the  minds  of  men,. 
to  en^are  them  to  a  veneration  oi  that  religion  which  produces 
sfuch  advantages.. 

The  infenfibility  of  a  Stoic  under  the  evils  of  life,  is  not 
to  be  Retired,  nor  was  ever  intended  by  the  author  of  nature- 
^Thefoclal  affeaions  and  paflions  are  highly  ufefuj  in  thepref- 
«nt  ftate,  and  for  general  good.  It  is  a  chriftian  duty  to  re- 
voke with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that 
Veep.  A  due  restraint  muft  be  placed  en  the  paflions,  that 
•\ve  fuffer  not  ourfelves  on  any  occafion  to  be  immoderately 
feUted  with  joy,  nor  overwhelmed  with  forrow  ;  but  hearken 
to  that  excellent  counfel,  My  Son,  defpife  not  thou  the  chaf- 
tening  of  the  Lord,  nor  iaint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him. 
Heb.  12,5. 

To  make  a  good  life  and  clue  improvement  of  every  evil— 
to  learn  the  happy  art  oi  occupy ir/g  every  affliHing  fcefte  of 
lite  for  our  fniritual  pcrfe&ion  and  growth  in  grace  deferves 
the  attention  ofus  all.  When  one  is  taken  away  in  early  life, 
who  prcmifed  herfelf  and  friends  the  molt  agreeable  hopes,  and 
delightful  fecial  enjoyments,  we  are  taught  the  uncertainty  of 
•imrnan  life— the  importance  of  an  early  attention  to  the  voice 
of  wifdom,  and  the  precepts  of  our  holy  religion.  Such  pro- 
vidences cry  aloud,  "AH  flefh  n  as  graft,  and  all  the  glory  of 
man,  as  the  flower  oi  grafs..  Hie  gfafe  withereth  and  the 
flower  thereof  falteth  away,  ift  Vet.  1,  24*  Truft  not  in  mart 
nor  the  fon  oi  man,  tor  iri  hira  there  is  no  falvatioh.  Behold,, 
i-ow  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  falvatioaj 
2d  Cor.  C.  2." 
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Short  is  bur  abode  in  this  world,  and  foon  flrall  we  b'\4 
Adieu  to  it.  Wo  arc  all  gliding  down  the  dream  of  time,  aril 
fhall  foon  reach  the  ocean  of  eternity.  Who  can  promife  him- 
-fell  years  to  come?  What  is  your  life  ?  It  is  even  a  vapour 
that  appeareth  for  a  little  time  and  (hen  vanifheth  away.  James 
4,  14.  Doth  not  wifdom  <:ry,  and  undemanding  put  forth  her 
voice  ?  Unto  you,  Oracn  !  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons 
•of  men.  Prov  8,  4.  In  the  houfe  of  mourning  let  us  icara 
Jher  infiruciions,  and  hearken  to  her  precepts. 

It  having  pleafed  God  in  his  infinite  wifdom  to  Jake  from 
xnc  an  amiable  daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  WHITE,  I  defire  now 
*o  improve  that  folemn  and  aflTecling  Providence  to  my  own 
fpiritual  advantage,  and  that  of  my  afilifted  family. 

I  return  thanks  to  my  HEAVENLY  FATHER  for  the 
gift  of  that  daughter  to  inc.  For  her  continuance  in  life  al- 
moit  to  complete  the  23d  year  of  her  age.*  For  making  her 
to  great  a  comfort  to  mo.  That  he  was  pleafed  to  endow  her 
with  a  fvveet  natural  temper,  and  benevolent,  ajniable  difpofi- 
tions  of  heart,  and  that  under  the  culture  oi  his  paternal  cor- 
rections, fanftified  by  divine  influences,  I  have  reafon  charit- 
ably to  hope  that  her  amiable  virtues  ripened  into  chrifiiart 
•graces  I  thank  God  that  he  was  pleafed  to  make  her  to  me 
a  very  dutiful  and  affeclionatc  daughter,  that  he  infpired  her 
with  early  fobriety,  and  a  tafle  for  reading  and  mental  improve- 
ment. That  fhe  was  loved  and  refpe&ed  by  all  her  acquaint- 
ance. And  when  he  was  pleafed  to  place  her  in  the  fchool 
of  Adverfity.f  That  he  endowed  her  with  fortitude  and  pa- 
tience, and  taught  her  under  trying  painful  fcenes,  fubmifSon 
*o  his  holy  will  and  GRATITUDE  to  her  HEAVENLY 
FATHER.    And  as  I  now  adore  the  giver  of  this  ineithiui 


*  Being  born  the  Sth  day  of  February,  1775. 

"f  Mrs.  White,  by  means  of  a  tumour  on  her  left  arm,  wit  A 
xvhick  Jhe  had  been  ajfucled  for  fame  years,  underwent  an 
umputaiion  of  it  above  the  elbow,  Nov.  8,  1796,  which  was 
performed  by  Mr  Clyne,  Surgeon  of  St.  Thomas'  Hofpital,  uh» 
difcovertd great  ability  in  his  profefjion  on  the  occajion,  and  the 
mqft  tender ftntiments  of  PHILANTHROPY,  fo  charatlcriJL 
ical  of  that  worthy  gentleman.  This  and  former  painful  opera- 
tions on  that  limb,  Jhc  endured  with  admirable  fortitude^  ajd 
equanimity. 
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Ule  bleffing,  fo  I  acknowledge  God   in   his  providence,  in  ta- 
lking her  away,  and  defire  to  blefs  and  adore  his  holy  name. 

I  have  occafion  to  acknowledge  his  great  goodnefs  to  her 
in  her  laft  ficknefs,  which  continued  for  five  months  :  that 
God  raifed  her  up  friends  in  a  foreign  country,  who  felt  deep- 
ly iftterefted  in  her  happinefs,  and  paid  every  attention  to  her 
in  the  abfence  of  her  beloved  hufband,  under  her  long  confine 
xnent,  that  the  pureft  Friendfhip  could  diclate.  And  here  I  feel 
myfelf  in  duty  bound  to  make  honourable  mention  of  Mr. 
Robert  Cowie,  Surgeon  dyne  and  Doclor  Hamilton  who  well 
fupplied  the  want  of  Parental  miniflrations,  by  their  moll 
friendly  offices  to  her  mortal  and  immortal  part*  The  delight 
and  Satisfaction  of  doing  good  is  in  their  own  minds,  and  their 
reward  is  with  their  God. 

It  pleafed  God  to  exercifeher  with  long  and  diflreffing  pains, 
and  weaknefs,  all  wh'ch  (he  bore  with  unrepining  fubmiffion; 
and  though  wearifome  days  and  nights  were  appointed  to  her,  yet 
£he  endured  all  with  magnanimity  and  resignation,  Great 
■was  the  trial  of  her  faith  and  fubmiffion,  cheerfully  to  refign 
all  her  pleafing  morning  hopes  of  life,  and  give  up  all  her 
agreeable  expectations  of  returning  to  her  countiy  and  friends: 
but  God's  grace  was  mighty  in  her. 

Adieu,  O  America,  my  dear  native  country,  a  land  of  light, 
liberty  and  peace-  May  you  never  want  a  fucceffion  of  wife 
and  prudent  Rulers,  and  faithful  teachers. 

Adieu,  beloved  Pittsneld,  the  happy  place  where  I  fir  ft  drew 
jny  breath,  and  received  my  education  ;  that  rural  retreat  of 
Friendfhip  and  Joy.    Dukes — retmniscitur——moricns. — 

Adieu,  ye  dear  companions  of  my  youth,  long  may  you 
live  to  be  bkffings  in  the  world. 

Adieu,  my  dear  parents,  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owe  you  is 
too  big  for  words  to  utter,  my  heart  leaps  for  joy  under  its 
weight,  and  rifes  in  thankfulnefs  to  the  parent  of  all  good. 

Go  on,  my  dear  father,  in  your  good  work,  with  renewed 
alacrity,  and  may  you  gather  ail  your  dear  flock  in  the  heav- 
enly fold.. 
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And  thou  tenderer!  of  mothers,  receive  the  parting  embrace 
©f  yourfirfl  born  daughter.  A  thoufand  blefBngs  on  you  reft; 
a  thoufand  thanks  I  now  offer  you  ;  may  you  go  on  to  form 
your  fons  and  daughters  for  immortality. 

Adieu  my  loving  brothers-,  you  will  fee  me  no  more. 
I  go  a  little  before  you;  Tread  the  paths  of  piety,  and  I 
hope  we  fhall  meet  to  part  no  more. 

My  two  remaining  fillers,  adieu.  Hearken  to  the  instruc- 
tions I  have  given  in  ray  letters  to  you.  Wifdom  is  more 
precious  than  rubies  :  and  all  things  that  are  to  be  defired,  arc 
not  'to  be  compared  to  her.  Prov>  3,  15.  Lighten  the  bur- 
dens of  her  that  bare  you,  confole  her  griefs,  and  wipe  away 
her  tears. 

And  thou,  my  dear  hufbaird,  the  choice  of  my  youth, 
failing  on  dangerous  feas,  in  remote  and  noxious  climes,  ior 
my  fupport  and  comfort,  adieu.  Should  you  foon  come  al- 
ter me^  I  will  welcome  you  to  the  haven  of  eternal  reft  :  but 
may  God  yet  continue  you  in  the  world,  and  haften  your  re- 
turn to  provide  for  and  protea  that  fweet  babe.  Ah  !  let 
me  gather  him  in  my  arms,  let  me  give  him  a  parting  kifs.  Dear 
fon  of  thy  mother,  "  I  lift  my  dying  eyes  to  him  who  is  the 
father  of  orphans,"  may  he  protect  and  biefs  thee,  and  in  his 
due  time  fend  thee  to  thy  grand  parents,  as  the  only  remains 
of  her  they  loved.     Sweet  babe,  adieu. 

But  \o  !  my  worthy  friends  have  come  again,  to  aflift  me 
with  their  counlels  and  prayers,  arid  to  aid  me  through  this 
lafl  conflict.  Welcome  bed  of  friends,  will  you  addrefs  the 
throne  of  grace  on  my  behalf,  for  the  lafl  time  before  thefe 
eyes  fet  in  death.  She  then  breathed  out  her  foul  to  God  in 
the  prayer  then  offered  up  to  him,  commending  her  departing- 
fpirit  into  the  hands  of  Jefus,  in  which  fhe  was  heard  to  con-, 
cur. 

Reft  dear  Daughter  of  my  hopes  and  my  joys,  from  thofc 
tranfient  tribulations  wherewith  God  wa*  pleafcd  to  exercife  thee 
in  this  vale  of  tears.  FAREWELL  DEAR  DAUGHTER, 
once  a  child  of  affliaion,  but  a  Daughter  of  Honor  and  Virtu*. 
Reft  immortal  fpirit,  from  a!j  the  groans,  burdens  and  tears 
of  this  mortal  ftate,  in  the  happir.efs  honed,  and   \inlhed  for  by 
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thee;,  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  God  and  Saviour.  GUARDI- 
AN ANGELS,  ye  Miniilers  to  execute  the  orders  of  Divine 
Providence,  may  you  watch  her  repoie.  O  Grave  keep  your 
facr'ed  depofit,  thole  precious  remains,  until  you  {hall  hear 
Ch rift's  Voice,  in  the  glorious  morning  of  the  refurrecVion, 
and  return  in  glory,  that  which  is  fown.in  corruption.  Let 
inftruftion  bloffom  on  her  tomb,  and  the  morning  dew  water 
it  with  its  tears. 


Wherefore  my  beloved  confort,  let  us  comfort  one  anoth* 
er,  and  not  mourn  as  they  who  have  no  hope,  for  if  we 
believe- that  Jefus  died,  even. them  aifo  who  ileep  in  Jefus,  will 
God  bring  with  him.  May  all  thofe  happy  fruits  of  afflic- 
tions to  God's  children,  which  have  been  the  fubjecl  of  med- 
itation at  this  time,  become  ours,  that  our  profiting  may  appear 
to  all.  Let  us  not  indulge  to  excefs  of  grief,  but  make  it  our 
fiudy  to  mourn  aright.  May  we  become  animated  to  ail  con- 
jugal, focial  and  relative  duties  oMife.  May  God  quicken  us 
to  greater  fidelity  in  his  fervice,  and  gracioufly  renew  our 
firength  in  our  chriftian  courfe,  give  us  lively  hope  and  forti- 
tude, that  we  be  not  flothful,  but  followers  of  them,  who  thro* 
faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.  Heb.  6,  12.  Let  us 
remember  our  Dear  Daughter's  la  ft  fweet  words,  written  to  us 
with  her  trembling,  dying  hand,  which  are  engraven  on  my 
memory,  and  are  perpetually  founding  in  my  ears,  and  chiding 
my  grief: 

"  SHOULD  THIS,  MY  DEAR  PARENTS  BE  THE 
"LAST  LETTER  THAT  YOU  SHALL  RECEIVE 
"FROM  ME  DO  NOTRE  GREATLY  AFFLICTED, 
"BUT  THANK  GOD  FOR  RELIEVING  ME  FROM 
"  PAIN  AND  DISTRESS  :  I  HOPE  AND  TRUST  WE 
",c.[TAtt      iVlFFT     t\j   wv  -v  t-ttivt    .    i\m    -V    s-tappV 
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Let  m  now  rcfign  ourfelvcs  and  our  all  to  God's  gracious 
difpofal  and  fbvereigh  plcafurc,  and  dry  up  our  tears  before  his 
altar,  with  the  fentiments  of  heart  contained  in  thole  words, 
"  Thy  will  be  done." 

My  dear  children,   your  afTecYton.nfc    filler  is   no  more.      \ 
bright    ornament   of  your  number   fleeps    in  dull..    1  he  con, 
pahion  of  your  youth,  withwhpm  you  ken   fweet  coun- 

fel  togethpr,  and  gone  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  company,  will 
return  no  more  to  our  happydwelling.  Von  have  been  antici- 
pating the  exquifite  pleafure  of  her  long  withed  for  return  to 
your  embraces  ;  and  we  have  in  hope  and  i  lea,  hailed  her  hap- 
py arrival,  and  been  preparing  ourthankfgivingstoH  eaven  in  a 
doraeftic  difcourfc  ;  counting  the  number  of  our  children  \ 
Job,  to  be  lc\en  fons  and  three  daughters:  When  lo!  ifae 
melancholy  tidings  furprife  us  of  her  dangerous  ficknefs,  lea- 
ving us  little  to  hope,  and  only  time  duly  to  prepare  to  meet 
with  quiet  fubmiffion,  the  mournful  tidings  of  her  death.  All 
our  delightful  hopes  and  expectations  from  her,  are  now  cut 
down  and  withered  ;  and  it  is  God  that  deflroyeth  the  hope  of 
man.  Job  14,  19. 

Dear  Children,  God  is  our  witrtefs  how  greatly  we  long 
after  you  all  in  the  bowels  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Phil,  1,8.  It  is 
the  one  great  objeel  of  our  minds,  which  abforbs  all  others 
in  relation  to  you,  that  you  may  early  imbibe  gracious  habits, 
and  walk  in  the  paths  of  wifdom  and  piety. 

May  thofe  of  you,  my  fons,  who  arc  not  under  the  parental 
wing,  dignify  and  adorn  your  profeffions,  by  an  invincible  at- 
tachment to  the  glorious  principles  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
and  a  Uriel  adherence  to  its  holy  precepts.  You  will  ever 
find  that  he  that  wallceth  uprightly  walketh  furely  ;  and  that 
the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  man  will  fpring  from  an 
adoption  of  the  chriftian  faith,  fpirit  and  converfation.  You 
will  not  refl,  my  fons,  merely  in  a  dole  adherence  to  princi- 
ples of  honour,  virtue  and  integrity  in  your  conduct  in  life  ; 
but  may  your  hearts  be  warmed  with  the  animating  faith,  the 
lively  hope,  and  rick  confolations  of  chri/lianity.  May  your 
only  dependence  for  pardon  and  final  acceptance  with  God, 
be  through  the  merits,  mediation,  and  intercefhon  of  the  glo* 
•rious  Redeemer, 
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You  will  feek  to  be  ufefu!  in  your  ftations  in  life,  and  t<* 
do  good  by  promoting  the  intereft  of  fociety,  and  the  temporal 
and  eternal  happinefs  of  all  around  you.  You  will  not  count 
on  long  life,  but  occupy  to  the  nobleft  purpofe  that  length  o£ 
days  infinite  wifdorn  mall  appoint  unto  you.. 

The.  dear  remembrance  of  this  amiable  lifter  will  be  engraver* 
on  your  hearts,  and  while  you  pay  the  tributary  tear,  due  to  lo 
much  worth,  and  lament  the  early  departure  of  one  in  whom 
fo  many  of  your  pleafing  hopes  concenter'd  you  will  offer  up 
your  acknowledgements  of  gratitude  to  Heaven,  for  the  happi- 
jiefs  you  have  enjoyed  in  her,  and  the  comfort  God  has  made 
her  to  you,  and  to  us  all.  And  mould  you  furvive  me,  which  I 
hope  will  be  the  cafe,  if  confident  with  God's  molt  holy  will,* 
Jt  expect  you  will  aci  the  parental  part  towards  my  younger 
offspring.  It  is  the  prayer  of  our  hearts  to  god  for  you,  that 
this  correction  of  divine  providence  may  be  to  you  the  feed  o|' 
.final  happinefs,  and  the  morning  ftar  of  endlels  glory. 

To  the  younger  part  of  my  family,  Dear  Daughters,  and! 
youthful    Sons,   hear   God's   voice,  and  hearken  to   his   call 
an  the  death  of  your  dearly  beloved  Betfey.     The  place  that 
Iiath  known  her,  will  know  her  no  more  forever.     In  realms  re- 
mote,  fh.e  enjoys  undiflurbed  repofe,  in  the  houfe  appointed 
ior   all    living,    where   the   wicked   ceafe  from  troubling,   and 
where  the  weary  are  at  reft.     Let  the  clods  of  that  val ley  be  fweet 
unto  her.  Job  21,  31.     Let  the  morning  fun,  diffufe  his  pleafant 
beams  around  her  folitary  dull,  and  the  moon  in  her  nightly  cour- 
fes  died  her   filver   rays  round  her  fepulchral  ftone.     May  this 
providence  fuitably  affeel;   your  young  and  tender  minds,   and 
excite  you  all  to  feek  after  the  pa,rdon  of  your  fins;    the  fanc- 
tification  of  the  ipirit,    and  the  adoption  and  inheritance  of  the 
children  of  God.     Fear  God  and  keep  his  holy  commandments. 
Shun   all    the   ways  of  fin  :    Follow   that  which  is  good,  and 
prepare  in  your  turn  to  follow  ^fter.     May  God   early  implant 
his  grace  in  your  hearts  by  his   holy  fpirit,  and  qualify    you  to> 
live  ufefully,  and  prepare  you   for  an  early  death  ;    that  at  laft 
you  may    be  found   unto  praife,  and  honor,   and  glory  at  the 
appearing  ot  Jefus  Ghrift.     That  we,  your  affectionate  parents, 
may  be   able  to  fay  in  that  day,  when  Chrifl  cometh  with  ten 
thoufands  of   his   Saints,  Lord  here  are  we,  and  the  children 

thou   haft  gracioufly  given  us,   tae  monuments  of  redeeming 

love  and  mercy  forever. 
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May  the  bereaved  hufband  be  blefled  of  God,  and  in  due 
time  returned  in  fafety,  and  be  fitted  to  meet,  this  afiliftion  with 
becoming  fortitude  and  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  may 
it  ifTue  in  his  eyerlafting  advantage? 

And  may  tlie  fwect  babe,  tlie  pledge  of  their  mutual  affec- 
tion, enjoy  the  protection  of  Heaven,  <m<\  he  conducted  to 
us  in  God's  good  time,  and  our  prefent  forrows  finally  termi- 
nate in  endlefs  joy.  Then  mall  thewifdom  and  glory,  the 
goodnefs  and  righteoufneisof  divine  Providence  he  more  clear- 
ly difcerned  and  contemplated,  with  encreafing  adrajratio» 
"«tfid  praife,  to  the  divine  honour  and  glory  forever. 
AMEN. 


The  following  Letters  relating  to  Mrs.  White's  ficknefs  and 
death,  were  written  by  a  resectable  gentleman  in  London. 


London,  December  5,  1797. 
Dear  Sir, 

-T  the  requeft  of  your  Son  and  Daughter,  Mr.  and  Mr*. 
White,  and  prompted  alfo  by  my  own  inclination,  and  the 
efteem  which  I  have  for  thofe  relatives  of  yours,  with  whom  I 
liave  formed  a  friendly  and  intimate  connection— I  have  the 
pleafure  to  addrefs  you.  Mr.  White,  who  has  been  departed 
near  two  months  for  India,  requeiled  at  that  time,  when  he 
put  his  amiable  wife  under  my  family's  particular  care,  that  I 
would  write  you  the  particulars  of  their  fituation— The  baptifm 
of  their  firfl  child,  by  my  friend,  the  Rev.  Doft.  Hunter,  Min- 
ister of  a  meeting  called  the  Scott's  Church,  in  this  city,  and 
other  circumflances  interefling  to  the  parental  heart. 

An  unceafing  prefTure  of  bufinefs,  jufl  at  that  moment  ;  and 
any  leaving  London  on  an  excurfion  for  the  benefit  of  my 
wife's  health,  immediately  afterwards,  concurred  to  prevent  my 
complying  with  his  requeft. 

Under  the  impreffion  that  lam  addrefflng  an  eminent,  and 
experienced  chriftian,  whofe  truft  and  confidence  regarding 
hirafelf  and  all  thofe  who  are  near  and  dear  to  him  is  placed  in 
the  Lord  God  alone  ;  and  that  the  difpenfations  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, whether  of  a  profperous  or  an  adverfc  afpeft,  are  re- 
ceived with  a  due  regard  and  reverence  to  that  infinite  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  which  neceffarily  pervade  the  divine  adminif. 
fration  :  it  becomes  lefs  neceffary  that  I  fhould  ufe  any  difguife 
in  conveying  to  you,  information  that  yqur  excellent  daughter, 
Xvlrs.  White,  has  had  a  fit  of  ficknefs,   which  at  one  time  gavQ 
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rife  to  cmrtnoft  painful  apprehcnfionv-But  I-.nno-mrc.to  yoi 
now    with   peculiar  pleafure,   that  the  u  conf  derably  fcrtl 
though  I  dare  not. pronounce. th  -  ot 

all  danger.    We  know  from  the  infaUiWe  records  of  fcnpi 

and  from  daily  experience  in  the  chri^ian  '    to   far 

from  the  moil  favored  fervantsof  Godb*  "ing  exemj 

calamities  of   this  prefent  life,  the  moft  h  onorable  and  ufeful  of 

them  have  often  drank deepe It  in  the  cuP  rf  affliction.  I  «ru(r. 
my  dear  fir,  that  whatever  Mrs.  White  hase.  nclnrcfl  will  turn  to 
her  everlafting  advantage:  and  that  out  of  tn  mfient  tribulation, 
flie  will  in  God's  good  time,  enter  into  the  eve.  flailing  kingdom, 
of  her  God  and  Saviour. 

We  mult  leave  events  to  his  infinite  wifdom.  J  but  I  have 
earneflly  prayed  with  her,  that  it  confiilent  with  t. Vie  g'ory  °f 
God  and  the  good  of  her  foul  he  would  be  pleafed  of  .his  mercy 
to  raife  her  up  to  health,  flrength  and.ufefulnefs. 

As  we  know  that  a  fparrow  falls  not  to  the  ground  wihhouET 
the  cognizance  of  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  univer/er 
we  muft  necefTarily  infer,  that  his  providence  brings  about 
ihofe  apparently  incidental  connections,  which  take  place  even 
in  the  mercantile  world. 

Without  fuperftition  or  enthufiafm,  I  think  I  trace  the  hand 
of  an  invifible  God  in  bringing  me  acquainted  with  your  fori 
in  law.  Not  merely  or  chiefly  upon  the  grouad  of  an  import- 
ant and  extenfive  junction  of  interefls,  on  his  prefent  expedition  ; 
but  becaufe  I  reflefr.  with  plea fu re,  /  zvas  perhaps  made  the. 
main  inflrument  ofdiffuading  him  from  taking  Mrs.  White  with 
him  to  fea,  which  they  feemed  both  determinedly  fixed  upon, 
when  I  firft  became  acquainted  with  them.  Humanly  fpeakmg 
it  was  impoffible  (he  could  have  furvived  to  this  hour  undeft 
her  fevere  illnefs,  if  me  had  been  at  fea. 

You  are  doubtlefs  better  acquainted  with  the  foundation 
of  her  diftrefs  than  I  can  be,  and  you  muft  have  apprehended 
from  the  inveteracy  with  which  it  acted  until  it  coft  her  the 
lofs  of  her  limb,  that  it  might  fiill  remain  latent  in  other  parts 
of  her  body;  The  refolution  with  which,  I  am  told,  (he  went 
through  that  painful  operation,  joined  to  the  fweeinefs  and  fe- 
renity  of  her  temper,  which  I  have  often  had  the  pleafure  ta 
tvitnefs,  and  the  peculiarity  of  her  fituatioil   in  this   (to  her] 


ftrange  country  •  at  a  diltance  from  all  her  friends,  combined 
to  endear  Mrs.  White  to  my  wife  and  family,  and  fome  other 
land  and  chriftian  friends,  to  whom  we  have  introduced  her 
■and  who  paid  her  particular  attention  during  our  long  abfence 
from  London. 

Some  fmall  appearances,  one  on  her  back,  and  the  other  on 
lier  right  ihoulder,  and  which,  at  times,  occafioned  accute 
pain,  were  not  however  the  principal  caufe  of  her  late  illnefs. 
.A  iind  of  heftic  fever,  attended  with  a  cough  and  expe£tora- 
ition,  was  what  chiefly  afflicfed  her  :  But  the  fever  has  greatly 
•abated,  fhe  is  beginning  to  relifh  *.  little  food  ;  and  is  gradual 
iy  getting  more  fhength. 

At  firftrf  fhe  was  only  attended  by  the  furgeon  who  perform- 
■fed  the  operation  alluded  to,  but  though  he  is  a  man  eminent  iri 
Jn  his  particular  profeflion,  I  judged  it  more  advifeable  as  fobn  as 
I  came  to  town  to  fend  a  phyfician  a  particular  friend  of 
mine,  who  to  an  extenhve  reputation  and  fkilf  iri  his  medicaf 
character  unites  a  warm  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  occaficnafly  preaches  in  his  name.  Into  the 
•care  and  attention  of  Do£f.  Hamilton,  ("for  that  Is  my  friend's 
name)  I  am  fure  you  will  be  happy  to  hear  fhe  is  committed. 
A  few  words  of  fpiritual  advice  and  eonfolation  thrown  in  witfs- 
delicacy  and  tendernefs,  by  fuch  a:  phyfician,  often  proves  a 
reviving  cordial  to  thofe  who  are  ftretched  on  beds  of  languifh- 
ing,  and  who  are  duly  fenfible  of  their  fituation,  the  importance' 
of  their  time,  and  the  precioufnefs  of  their  immortal  fouls. 

I  muff,  now  conclude  with  affurmg  you  that  no  cxpence  or 
accommodation  in  my  power,  fhall  be  wanting  to  adminifter 
•relief  to  one  who  has  defervedly  interefled  our  feelings  and 
merited  our  eiieern  ;  and  I  hope  I  fhall  foon  ha^e  an  opportu- 
nity of  addreffing you  again  with  flill  more  pleafing  accounts. 
At  any  rate,  my  dear  fir,  I  iiricerely  truft  and  believe,  that  the 
«nd  and  iiRie  of  this  prefent  affiiclion  of  your  daughter,  will  be 
a  new  manifeflation  of  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  in 
preparing  her  for  a  glorious  immortality,  and  fecuring  to  her 
o wn per uufion,  through  faith  and  patience,  an  inheritance  in- 
corruptible lisdefilcd  and  that  fadcth.not  away  ;   and  that  thefe 
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will    belief  happy    circumftance*,     whether  it'  '1  «l 

GuJ,   tlut   (he  afcend  to  glory  in  a  (hort time,  or  after   many 
years  of  afefulnefs  and  comfort  in  her  family,  and   amon^: 
eunnedions, 

I  am  inofr  refoecHully 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervanf, 
ROBERT  COWIE 


London,  February  4,  179$. 


Rev.  Sin, 


1  WROTE  you   the   latter  end  of  Nov.  by  the   Lee    Pack- 
et, and  Duplicate  by     a  f up  from  Liverpool  to  Bof  on.     One  or 
both  I  anxiovfly  hope  you  have  received— as  it  mil,  I  tritj?, 
prepared  you   and  your  family  for   a  quiet  ucquie/ience  c. 
will  of  God,  refpecling  your  amiable  daughter* 

Our  dear  and  lamented  friend  clofed  her  eyes  in  peace,  and 
mnfidence  in  the  mercy  of  her  God  and  Saviour,   on  Friday  eve- 
ning Iqfl,  a  little  after  rune   o'clock,    as  DocL     Hamilto 
zcerefuccefjively  praying  at  her  bed  fide. 

The  en  do  fed  precious  letter,  which  is   a  truly  d  proof 

of  the  refignation,  faith  and  hopefhe  has  keen  btcj'ed  wi      ; 
every  thing  that  a  parent  and  a  chnfian  could  reafoi    ,7 
*«  thofe  fubjecls  ;  and  I  am  exceedingly  happy  I  found  ;. 
Sinong  her  papas. 
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Shefeemedto  think  for  fome  time  pojl,  that  her  difrijf.ori  wai 
"approaching,  and  was  more  concerned  to  fupprefs  every  wijli—* 
at  lea  ft,  every  anxious  zoifli  to  obtain  health  and  prolong  lift  thait 

afraid  to  die. 

With  eao-ernefs  and  joy  flie  heard  me  and  others  fpeak  to  lief 
of  the  bleffings  of  falvation—the  glory  of  the  divine  char  a  tier  t 
manijefted in  the  Lord  Jefus  Ckrift,  and  the  felicity  put  chafed 
bv.  his  blood,  and  freely  lejiowed  on  all  that  believe. 

The  nature  of  faith— the  efficacy  of  prayer— and  the  ireafare* 
iohtained  in  the    Volume's  of  inspiration,   and  drawn  thence  by 

'  devout   meditation,    were  the  fubjecls  oj  our  converfation  :   al* 
though  an    invincible   timidity   and  referve  prevented  her  from 

Joying  much:' yet  her  fweet  and  ajfeclionate  looks,  even  in  the 
mi'dfl  offeverepain  and  much  wt'ainefs,Jliewed  how  jlie  felt  when 
f.iOre  divine  and  animating  truths  were  attempted  to  be  explained^ 
zohich  arc  peculiarly  fuited  to  a  feme  of fujferm  g  and  afjiiclvon. 
Even  a  few  'minutes  before  the  immortal  fpirit  quitted  the  frail 
day,  when  her  eyes  were  fixed,  &  flie  was  unable  to  articulate,  the 
■modulation  of  her  expiring  refpiration,  was  audibly  in  itnifon 
with  tie  petitions  offered  up  to  God,  which  fiewed  that  Jhe  heard 
the  v vice,  one 1  joined  in  the  prayers  then  fincercly  offered for  hefi 
'   departing  foul. 

In  Jliort,  my  dear  fir,  I  hove  all  confidence  concerning  you? 
daughter,  that  flie  hath  through  the  merits— the  fujferings ,  and 
inter ceffwn  of  her  great  Redeemer  ;  pafjed  from  death  into  ever- 
lafiing  lift  and  joy,  and  inherited  a  Crown  of  Glory. 

Her  Jwcet  infant  is  well,  and  we  continue  him  at  the  kind  ami 

71  :.;■//•>•  family  where  Mrs .   White  lived,  and  under  the  Jumf 
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tSareful  nurfe,   of- whom  th  ihadaverygi  \ioA\ 

until  the  widowed  father  returns  to  this  country, 
{itadoiL  every  cart  being  taken  oj  the  cl 

Feb.  7.   We   ae  juji  returned  from  configning  the  mortal 
wains  to  the  parent  earth:  four  female  friends,  and  , 
gentlemen,   including  Doll.    Hamilton,   conJHtuted  the  who 
this  folemn  proa -jjio 'ii  ;    in  which  I  officiated  <i\  chiej  mourner. 

She  is  interred  in  the  burying  ground  of  the  New -Chapel,  a 
lout  huff  a  mile  from  the  city,  0,1  th  road  to  Iflington — and  a 
Jl  >  it  with  her  a  1  ne  and  age,Jh  dl  mark  th  '.fpot  tbhere  the  J acred 
dujl  is  depo/itel—Th  it  poor  White,  or  any  other  of  your  fa  nily 
w'u  coins  this  zoiy,  may  have  the  melancholy  pleufure  of  view* 
ing  it. 

"  Her  flefh  fhall  (lumber  m  the  ground. 
"  Till  the  ldit  trumpet's  joytul  found, 
"  Then  hurft  the  chains  with  fvvcet  furprife, 
"  And  in  her  Saviour's  image  rile." 

This  portion  of  Docl.  Watt's  verjion  of  the  vjth  Pfalm,  I  quote 
as  it  was  one  of thofe  coinpofitionsflie  took  great  plea  fare  in  hear-, 
ing  repeated.     My  wife  and  family  tender  you  their  bejl  confola^ 
tions,   and  mojl  friendly     wijhes.     IfJiall  expect  to  be  favo. 
with  a  Utter  from  youfoon, 

And  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

R  0  B  E  R  T   C  OW  I  &/ 
I  I  N  I  S, 


